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(Carefully revifed By Perry’s Royal Standard Englifh Di@ionary, an 
corre&ed of the numerous Errours which are ie all other Editions} . 
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Upon the fame plan as reat” § Royal Standard Englith Dictionary (now made 
ufe of in all the celebrated Schools in Greatbritain, Ireland, and America, as the 
moft complete Compendium of the Englith Language ever yet publithed.) Te 
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A Comprehenfive GRAMMAR of the ENGLISH LAN- 
GUAGB, and a fele& number of Moral Tales ang Fables, for the Inftruction off 
Youth, &c. &c. &c. cure at 
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By WILLIAM -PERRY, 
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LL perfons indeBted to the Eftate.of WILLIAM 
» FORBES, late of Barre, fed,-are requefted to make inimediate pay- 
is indebted, are defired to bring in their ac- 


counts, for fettlement, to SOLOMON BACON, one of the Executors on faig 
eftate. © March 34, 1733. 





ANTED, as an APPRENTICE to the BLACK-~ 


SMITH’s BUSINESS, a good fimart Lad, about 14 years of age. En- 
quire in Woreefter, of JOHN GOODWIN. 


LL perfons indebted to the Eftate of Doctor AMARIAH 


BIGELOW, late of BoyisTon, deceafed, are defired to make immediate 
payments and thofe whd have demands againtt faid Eftate, are requefted to exhibit 
EZRA BEAMAN, Adminiftrator. 


N, B.. Said BEAMAN requefts all perfons indebted to ifm to make immediate 


payment, 
Boylfion, 34 March, 17%. 


OOD WRITING INK to be {eld at ths Pairing Or- 


PURE Wg Wenggst eas, 
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SP°WLEXANDER MURRAY, 
“ MASON and BRICKLAYER, from SCOTLAND, » 


* OR AS the publick that he has removed from BosTON to WORCESTER, 
next door to the Store of Dostor Ex1)an Dix.—He will execute all kinds 
afe «wy, viz. Stone Work, Bricklaying, Plaiftering, Tiling, Paving, &c. in the 
.. beft nanner, on the moft reafonable terms. Thofe gentlemen whe are fo kind as 
-«¢to employ him, may depend upon having their work well executed. 
. Worcefler, March 23, 1788. ; 









"A HUSBANDMAN wanted. 
be 5 peat ry a faithful good HUSBANMDAN, to take 


care of a large FARM. Enquire of the Printer. 





WINCHENDON LOTTERY. 


UBLICK Notice is hereby given, that the drawing of the Third and Laf® 
Clafs of WINCHENDON LOTTERY, will abfolutely Commence on-Wed- 
pr pe the ninth day of April next, All thofe perfons who have received Tickets 








° 


either of the Managers, to difpofe of, and have any remaining on hand whieh 
they cannot fell, nor do not choofe to rifk in their own hands, are defired to return 
them to one of the Managers, on or before the laft day of March rext. 
SAMUEL CROSBY, } Managers of faid 
Winchendon, Feb.25th, 1788. ABEL WILDER, Lottery. 
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. To be SOLD, and Poffefion given the enfuing Spring, 
A VALUABLE FARM, pleafantly firuaté 
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ed in the town of BROOKFIELD, now in the poflef- 
on of the fub{criber, contains.one hundred and twentyfive a- 
' res, under good improvement, well fenced, and has a moft va- 
Juable and neverfailing brook of water running throvgh it, near 
the buildings, exceedingly convenient fora Tanyard. Has on 
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& Bea it a.commodious dwelling houfe, and aconvenient well finifhed . 
- Barn, with 4 good orchard, and is fituated at the diftance of half a mile from the 


Meetinghoufe. 
TERMS of SALE, wixs 
One fourth part of the purchafe price to be paid the 1ftof May 1788, and the . 
remainder in three annual payments, with intereft, one third part of cach in neat 
Gattle, at an appraifed value, if agreeable to the purchafer. 
i Brook felt, Fanuary, 1738. , FRANCIS FOXCRAFT. 


To be SCL.D, at PUBLICK VENDUE, in purfuance of an order of the Court of 
Commen Pleas, on Tuefday the 25th of March next, at tavo o'clock, P. M. on the 


Premifes, 
: WO thirds of the REAL ESTATE of 
JOHN GLEASON, lateof WorcesTER, in the Coun. 
ty of WORCESTER, deceafed, with the reverfion of the Widow's 
dower—Being a very valuable FARM, fityate about two miles 
fouth of the Meetinghoufe in faid Worcelter, con:aining in the 
s——=ee whole about 200 acres, with good buildings and an excellent 
orchard thereon, and is 


The noted MOUNT FARM. 
For further particulars enquire of Mr. PHINEAS HEY WOOD, on the preme 
ine or of Capt. ISAAC GLEASON, of WattHam, Adminiitrator on faid 
ate. 
Worcefer, February 8th, 1738. 


: A LL perfons indebted to the Eftate of Capt. NORMAN. : 


SEVER, late of WeEsTuinsTER, in the county €- Worcefter, deceafed, 
sre deied to make immediate payment; and all thofe to whom faid Eftate is ine y 
' dedted, are requeited to bring in they agcounts, in order for fettlement, to _ 


Wefiminfler, Magee ib, 1788, «SARAH (AXER, Agmipiteasit / 
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VOL. IV.) THE 


[NUMB. XxVv, 


WORCESTER MAGAZINE. 


For the €HitD Week in March, 1788. 
ee — 


Proceedings of Maffachu/etts State Convention. 


[Continued from our laft.] 








F RID A Y, February 1, 1788. A. M. 


HE Conftitution at large being under 
confideration. 

Mr. Nason. Mr. Prefident—I feel 
myfelf happy that your Excellency has 
been placed by the free fuffrages of your 
fellow citizens, at the head of this govern- 
ment: I alfo feel myfelf happy, that your 
Excellency has been placed in the chair of 
this Hon. Convention: And, I feel a con- 
fidence, that the propofition fubmitted to 

ur confideration yefterday by your Excel- 
jency, has for its obje& the good of your 
country: But, Sir, as I have not had an 
ks pn Jeifurely to confider it, I thail 
pais it over, and take a fhort view of the 
Conftirution at large, which is under con- 
fideration, though my abilities, Sir; will not 
permit me to de juftice to my feelings—or 
to my conftituents. Greatbritain, Sir, firft 
attempted to enflave us, by, declaring her 
bawafaprstnn, and that fhe had a right to 
bind us in all cafes whatever. What, Sir, 
roufed the Americans to thake off the yoke 
preparing for them ?—It was this meaiure, 
the power to do which we are now about 
giving to CongrefsAnd here, Sir, I beg 
the indulgence of this hon. body, to permit 
me to make a fhort apoftrophe to Liberty. 
Oh! Liberty—thou greateft — 
faireft property ! with thee I with to live 
with thee 1 with to die! Pardon me if I 
drop a teat on'the peri! to which the is ex- 
pofed; Icannot, Sir, fee this brighteit of 
jewels tarnifhed ! a jewel worth ten thoufand 
worlds! And fhali we part with it fo foon? 
—Oh, No. Gentlemen afk, can it be fup- 
pofed, that a Confticution fo pregnant with 
danger, could come from the hands of thole 
who framed it? Indeed, Sir, 1 am fufpi- 
cious of my own judgment, when I contem- 
plate this ideawhen I fee the lift of illuf- 
trious names annexed to it :=—Bur, Sir, my 
duty to my conftituents, obliges me to op- 
pofe the meafure they recommend, as ob- 
noxious to their liberty and fafery. When, 
Sir, we diffolved the political bands which 
conneéted us with Greatbritain, we were in 
a ftate of naturewe then formed and a- 
dopted the Confederation, which moft be 
confidered as a facred inftrument; this con- 
federated us under one head, as fovercign 
aod independent States. Now, Sir, if we 


give Congrefs power to diffolve that Confed~ 
eration, to what can we truit ? If a nation 
confent thus to treat their moft folemn com- 
pacts, who will ever truft them? Let us, 
Sir, begin with this Confitufion, and fee 
what it isand firft, “* We the People of 
the United States, do,” &¢c. If this, Sir, 
does not gc to an annihilation of the ftate 
governments, and to a perfect confolidation- 
of the whole union, I do not knew what 
does. What! fhall we confent to this * 
Can 10, 20, or 1000 perfons in this State, 
who have taken the oath of allegiance to it, 
difpenfe with this oath. Gentlemen may 
talk as they pleafe of difpenfing in certain 


cafes with oaths; but, fir, with me they - 


are facred things: We are under oath ; we 
have {worn that Maffachufetts is aGovereign 


and independent ftate ; how then, can we, 


vote for this Cenftitution, that deitroys that 
fovereignty ? 

The Hon. Col. Varwwum begged leave ta 
fet the worthy gentleman right---The very 
oath, he faid, which the gentleman has men- 
tioned, provides an exception for the power 
to be granted to Congrets. 

Weil, continued Mr. Nason, to go 6n--- 
Mr. Prefident---Let us confider the confti- 
tution without a Bill of Rights. When I 
give up any of my natural rights, it is for 
the fecurity of the reft : But here is not one 
right fecured, although many are neglected. 

With refpe&t to biennial elections, the pa- 
ragraph is rather loofely expreiled; 1 ama 
little in favour of our ancient cuftom. Gen- 
tlemen fay they are convinced that the al- 
tération is meceffary: It may be fo: When 
1 fee better, 1 willjoin with them. 

To goon. Reprefentation and taxation 
to be apportioned atcording to numbers. 
This, Sir, I am oppofed to; it is unequal. 
1 will thew an inftance in point—We know 
for certainty, that in the town of Brooklyn, 
perfons are better able to pay their taxes, 
than in the parts I reprefent: Suppofe the 
tax is laid on polls: Why the people of the 
former place will pay their tax ten times as 
eafy as the latter—thus helping that part of 
the coummunity, which ftands in the leat 
need of help: On this footing the poor pay 
as much as the rich: And in this a way is 
laid, that five Raves fal be rated no mere 
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than three children. Let men conf. 
der this—a farmer takes'three fmall orphans 
on charity, to bring up=—they are bound to 
hjmwhei they ative at 21 years of age 
he gives each of them a couple of fuits o 
clothes, a cow, and two or three young cat- 
tle=who e rated: as nguchytoy thefepas a 
farmer in Virginia js ffavea, v@homs 
he hdlds fof Yife—théy"and their pofterhy— 
the male and the he ones too, ‘Ihe fenate, 
Mr. Prefident, aré td Be chofen two friih 
each State.—This, Sir, puts the fmaller 
States on the footing with the larger=-when 
the States havé to pay actordizig to their 
numbers—Newhampfhire does not pay a 
fourth part as much as Maflachufttts. We 
miuft, therefore, to fupport the dignity of the 
union, pay four times as much as New- 
hampfhire, and almoft fourteen times as 
much as Georgiamwho, we fee, are equally 
reprefented with us. 

be term, Sir, for which the fenate is chof- 
en, is a grievance—itis too long to truft any 
body of men with power: It is impoffible but 
that (uch men will be tenacious of their pla- 
ts ; tlicy are to be raifed to a lofty eminence 
and they will be loth to come down ; and in 
the courfe of fix years, may by management, 
have it in their power to create officers, and 
obtain influence enough, to get in again, 
and fo for life. When we felt the hand of 
Rritith oppreffion upon us, we were {0 jeal- 
ous of rulers, as to declare them eligible 
but for three years in fix. In this Confti- 
tition we forget this principle. I, Sir, 
think that rulers ought at thort periods, to 
return to private life, that they may know 
how to feel for, and regard their fellow crea- 
tures. In fix years, Sir, and at a great dif- 
tance, they will quite forget them, 
** Por time and hace cuce the pure lowe.” 

We are apt to forget our Friends, except 
when we are converfing with them. 

‘We now come, Sir, to the qth feétion. 
Let us fee-—the times, places and manners of 
holding eletians, fhail be prefcribed in each 
State by the legiflature thereof. No ob- 
jettions to this; but, Sir, after after the 
fale of lighting comes the peal of thunder ; 
‘but Congrefsmay at any fime, alter them, 
&c.”’ Here it is, Mr. Prefident: This is 
the article which is to make Corngrefs om- 
nipotent. Gentlemen fay, this is the great- 
eit heauty of the Conftitution—this is the 

reateft fecurity of the people—this is the all 
in all, Such language have | heard in this 
houfe: But, Sir, 4d fay, by this power Con- 
grefs may, if they pleafe, order the election 
of federal reprefentatives for Maffachufetts 
to be at Greatbarrington or Machias: And 
at fuch a time too, as fhall put it in the pow- 
er of a few artful and detigning men, to get 
themfelves ele4ted at their picafure. 

The 8th feétion, Mr. Prefident, provides. 
that Congrefs thall liave power to lay and 
colle& taxes, duties, impolts, excifes, &c. 
We may, Sir, be poor ; we may not be able 
to pay thefe taxes, &c.—we muft have a 
fittle meal, and a little meat, whercon 
to live ; and fave a little for a rainy 
day : But what follows? Let us fee, To 
raife and fupport armies. Here, Sir, comes 
the key to unlock this cabinet: Here is the 
qgan by which you will be -mads to pay 
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taxes? Bot will se, my 
ubmit to this. Suffer See ae fay a 
few words on the fatal efteéts of oe 


: armies, that bane of republican gdvernments 


A ftanding army! Was it not with this that 
Cefar pafied the Rubicon, and laid prottrate 
ghe liberties of hiscoygntry,? By this has fev- 
precigtths of » the omce free nations of the 
globe; Been brought into Bofidage! ‘Time 
wothy tke me, were I to attempt to recapi- 
tdlate the bavotk made ia the world, by 
ftanding armies. Britain attempted to en- 
force her arbitrary meafures by a fandin 

army. But, Sir, we had patriots then whe 
alarmed us of our danger—who fhewed us 
the ferpent, aad bid us. beware of it. Shall? 
} name them ? 4 fear} thal! offend your Ex- 
cellency! But, I cannot avoid it? I muft. 
We had an Hancocn, an ADAMs, anda 
Warren—our filter States too, produced 
a RANDOLEN, a WasnINGToN, @ 
Garenz, and a Montcomeary, who led 
us in our way—Some of thefe have given up 
their lives in. defence of the liberties of 
their country; and m prayer to God is, 
that when this race of illuftrious patriots, 
fhali have bid adieu to the world; that 
from their duft, ag from the facred athes of 
the Phenix, aditthet race may arife, who 
fhall take our pofterity by the band, and 
léad them to trample on the necks of thofe 
who fhali dare to infringe on their liberties 
Sir, had I voice like Jove, I would fro- 
claim it thoughout the world—and had Yan 
arm like Jove, I would hurl from the globe 
thofe villains that would dare attempt to ef 
tablifh in our country a ftanding army. 1] 
with, Sir, that the gentlemen of Bofton, 
would bring to their minds the fatal evening 
ef the sth of March, Logs by ftand- 
ing troops they loft five of their fellow 
townimen—lI will afk them what price can 
attone for their liyes? What money can 
make fatisfa@tion for the lofs? The fame 
caufes produce the fame effects. An army 
may be raiféd on pretence of helping a friend, 
or many pretences might be ufed; that 
night, Sir, oaght to be a fufficient warnin 

againit ftanding armies, except in cafes oF 
great emergency—they are too frequently uf- 
ed for no other purpafe than dragooning the 
people into flavery. But I befeech you, my 
countrymen, for the fake of your pofterity, 
to aét like thofe worthy men, who havc 
ftood forth in defence of the rights of man- 
kind ; and fhew to the world, that you wil! 
not fubmit to tyranny. What occafion haye 
we for ftanding armies ? We fear no foe— 
If one thould come upon us, we have a mi- 
litia, which isour bulwark. Let Lexington 
witnefs that we have the means of defence 
among ourfelves, ‘If during the laft winter 
there was not much alacrity thewn by the 
militia, in turning out, we muft confider 
that they were going to fight their country- 
men, Do you Sir, fuppote, that had a Bri- 
tith army invaded us at that time, that fuch 
fupinene’s would have been difcovered. No, 
Sir, to our enemies difmay, and difcomfort, 
they would have felt the contrary: But a- 
gaint deluded, infatuated men, they did 
not with to exert their valour or their 
firength. Therefore, Sir, 1 am utterly op- 
pofed tea ftanding army, in time of peace. 





e295 Peg 


"OHO R SOC Om Bem: 


a 


peu Aeoe #848 49 he8e@ 


w 


tt 




















The aph bat gives Congrefs power 
Le) nd the writ o beas corpy aims 
a li attention---T his emer fe wark, 
era great psisilege indeed--we ought not, 
therttore, to give it up, om any flight pre- 
tence. ws fee how long is it to be fuf- 
pended? As long ay rebellion or invafion 
fhall continue. This is exceeding loofe. 
Why is not the time limitted, asin our Con- 
ftitetion ? Byt, Sir, its defign would then 
be defeated—It was the intent, and by it we 
hall give up one of our greateft privileges. 
Mr. N. concluded by faying, he had much 
qore to fay, but as the Houle were impati- 
ent, he fhos!d fit down for the prefent, to 
give other gentlemen an apportunity to fpeak. 
.. Judge Sumyzr, adverting to the pathe- 
fick epoitrophe of the gentlemanaft fpeak- 
ing, fia he could with as much Ancerity 
apoftrophize—Qh ! Government! thou 
greateft good! thow beft of bleGings !—with 
thee 1 with tolive—with thee I with to die. 
Thou art as neceflary to the fupport of 
the political body, as meat and bread are to 
the naturalbody. TheJearned Judge then 
turned his attention to the propofition fub- 
mitted by the Prefident, and faid, he fin- 
wtrely heped, that #t would meet the appro- 
bation of the Convention, es it appeated to 
dim a remedy for all the difficulties, which 
g@entiemen in the courle of the debates had 
mentioned. He particularized the obje€tions 
that had been ftarted; and thewed that 
theis removal was provided for im the pro- 
Ppofition: And concladed by obferving, that 
the probability was very great, that if the a- 
mmendments propofed were recommended by 
this Convention, that they would, on the 
ameeting of the firft Congrets, be adopted by 
the general government. 

Mr. Wercery faid, he did not fee the 
‘probability, that thefe amendments would 
ee made, if we had authority to propofe 
them: He confidered, he faid, that the 
Convention did not meet for the purpofe of 
recommending amendments, but to adopt or 
reyeGt the Conftitution. He concluded by 
ntking, whether it was probable, that thote 
Statcs who had already adopted the Confti- 
tution would be likely to fubmit to amend 
ments? 





P.M. 

[Wber the Concantion met, Bort convecfa- 
tion enfued on the time ewwoben the grand guef- 
tion foould be taten—it was agreed, that it 

ould not be until Teefday. After this con- 
werfation fubfided, another teok place on the 
divifion of the mation—in order that the quef- 
tion of ratifying might be confidered feparately 
from the amendments; but nothing Pal was 
determined upon. ] ; 

pie Daxa advocated the propofition 
fub mitted by his Excellency the Pretident— 
jt contained, he faid, the amendments ge- 
nerally withed for; a8 they were not of a 
local nature, but extended to every part of 
the union, if they were recommended to be 
adopted by this Convention, it was very pro- 
bable that two thirds of the Congrefs would 
concur in propofing them: or that two 
thirds of the Jegiflatures of the feveral States 
would apply for the cali of a Convention to 
conbies 


them agreeably te-Wae mgde Roiaied 


$9 


eut in the Confitation: and that he did 
pot think that gentlemen would with te re- 
je th whole of the fyfiem, becaufe fome 
part et i did not pieate them. He thea 
went into a conimeration uf the advantages 
which would en{ue from its adoption, to the 
Jnited Stares—to the individwal Statesee 
and to the feyeral claffes of citizens—and 
comcluded by reprefenting in a livcly man» 
ner, the evils to the whole continent, and ta 
the northern States in particular, which 
mult be the unavoidable attendants on the 
prifent fyfom of general government. 
r Russert sote, he faid, with diffi 
dence, to offer his fentiments on the fubjed 
in debate; but he could not, he faid, tore 
bear to give his fentiments on the adyza- 
tage which he apprehended muft refult, 
from the adoption oF the propofed Conftitus 
tion, to this Sate, and to the United Stateg 
=in the advancement of their Commerce—- 
r. R. faid, he believed, it had always beea 
the policy of trading nations, to fecure to 
themefclves the advantages of their carrying 
trade—-he obfarved, how tenacious France, 
Holland, and England, were im this parti- 
cular, and how beneficial it had proved to 
them: He then went into an accurate and 
interefting ftatement of the quantities of 
produce, which were exported from the fe- 
veral States—-and fhewod the ability of the 
States, to furnith from among themfelves, 
fhipping fully fufficient for the tran{porta- 
tion of this produce: Which, he obterved, 
if confined by the general government to 
American vediels, while the reftriction 
would not increafe the rates of freightage, to 
the fouthern States, as the northern ond 
maiddle States cowid produce a furplufage of 
fhipping, and a fpirit of competition, would 
call forth the refources 5; would greatly 
increafe our navigation—furnith us with 
a@ great nuricay of feamen—give em- 
ployment not oy to the mechanicks, in 
conftruching the vefiels, and the trades de- 

ndent thereon, but to the hufoandman, 
in cutting down trees, for timber, and 
tranfporting them to the places of buriding ; 
—increafe the demand for the products of 
the land—and tor our beef, our pork, butter 
&c.and give fuch life and _~ to com. 
merce, as Would extend it to all the nations 
of the world: Thefe, he faid, were fome of 
the bleflings he anticipated from the adop- 
tion of the federal Conttitution—and fv con- 
vinced was he of its utility and neceflity, that 
while he withed, that on the grand queftion be- 
ing put there might not be one diflenting voice 
if he was allowed, he would hoid up both his 
hands in fayour of it; and be coneluded, if 
his left hand was powilling to be extended 
with his right, in this allimportant decifion, 
he would cut it off, as unworthy of him—and 
left it should infe& his whole body. 

Several gentlemen {aid a few words each, 
on the propofition of amendments—which it 
was acceded to, by gentlemen appofed to 
the Conftitution, was good—bur that it was 
not probable it would “ interwoven in the 
Conttitation—gentiemen on the other fide 
{aid there was a great probability, that it 
would from its natare, be alfo recommend- 
ed by the feveral Conventions, which have 


gvt yet cogregsd: 
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SATURDAY, Feb. 2, 1788. 

The Hon. Mr. StRoNG went into 2 par- 
ticular difcuffion of the feveral amendments 
recommended in the propofition fubmitted 
by his Excellency—each of which he tonfid- 
ered with much attention ;—he anticipated 
the good effect it muft have in conciliating 
the various fentiments of gentlemen on the 
fubje@t—and expreffed his firm belief, that 
if it was recommended by the Convention, 
it would be inferted in the Conftitution.’ , 

Gen. Tuompson faid, we have no right 
to make amendments—it was not, he faid, 
the bufinefs we were fent for—he was glad, 
he faid, that gentlemen were now convinced 
it was not a perfect fyftem, and that it 
wanted amendments—this, he faid, was dif- 
ferent from the language they had formerly 
held.—However as to the amendments, he 
could not fay Amen to them—but they 
might be voted for by fome men---he did 
not fay yep 

Mr. Parsons, Co!. Orne, Hon. Mr. 
Puittwips, the Rev. Mr. Nyxes, and fe- 
veral other gentlemen, {poke in favour of 
the propefition, as a conciliatory meafure-- 
and the probability of the amendments being 
adopted---Mr. Nason, Dr. Taytor, Mr. 
Tuomas, (Afiddleborougb) and others 
though in fentiment with gentiemen on the 

ropriety of their being admitted into the 

onftitution, did not think it was probable 
they would be’ inferted. 
efore the Convention adjourned, Gen. 
WuitTNzy moved, that a committee, con- 
fifting of two from each county, fhould be 
raifed to confider the amendments, or any 
other that might be propofed and report 
thereon---Hon. Mr. SepGwicx, fecond- 
ed the motiun. 

Hon. Mr. Darton. Mr. Prefident--- 
I am not oppofed to the motion: But, Sir, 
that gentlemen may not @gain fay, as has 
been the cafe feveral times this day, that 
the gentlemen who advocate the meafure 
of the propofition, were now convinced that 
amendments to the Conftitution are indif- 
penfidle: I, Sir, in my place, fay, that I 
am willing to accept the Conkkicuiion as it 
is---and I] am in favour of propofing amend- 
ments, only as it is of a conciliating nature 
~--and not as a conceffion that amendments 
are neceflary. 

The motion was put, and carried unani- 
moufly---on which the committee was raif- 
ed---and the Convention adjourned to 3 
o'clock on Monday, to give time to the 
committee to deliberate. 

MONDAY, February 4, 1788. 

Rev. Mr. Tuacner. Mr. Prefident--- 
‘While the different paragraphs of the pro- 
— Conftitution have been debated, I 

ave not troubled this Hon. Convention 
with any obfervations of my own upon the 
fubje&t. Confcious that there were men of 
deeper political knowledge, and of bet- 
ter abilities than myfelf,  cincdivat it my 
duty to attend totheir inftru@tion, that hav- 
ing heard with atteation, I might decide 
‘with integrity. I view the object before 
usasof greater momentthan ever Was known 
within the. memory of man, or that hath 
been recorded by the hiftorick page. Were 





we, Mr. Prefident, this day to decile on the 
lives and fortunes of an hundred of the bef 
citizens of this Commonwealth, folema 
would that province be ; but much more in- 
terefting is the refult of the prefent queftion ; 
for inthis cafe not a fingle city---not a fin- 
gle State---but a Contihent, wide and ex- 
tended, may be happy or wretched accord. 
ing to our judgment---and pofterity will ei- 
ther blefs as for laying the foundation of a 
wife and equal government, or curfe us for 
negleétin “their fn nt interefts, and for 

ing choles for them, when we difdained 
to wear them ourfelves. Having, therefore, 
as I trutt, a fall view of the magnitude of 
the object, I hope I hall be pardoned if I 
offer my fentiments with freedom. Iam 
fenfible of the prejudices that fubfit againft 
the profeffion to which I belong: But yet, 
intrufted by my conftituents with fo folema 
a charge,! think they have a right to ex- 
pect from me the reafons why I fhall finally 
confent to ratify the propofed form of gov- 
ernment. 

There are three circumftances which de- 
ferve notice in confidering the fubje— 
Thefe are, the neceflity that all the States 
have of fome general band of union—the 
checks upon the government in the form of- 
fered for our adoption—and laftly, the par- 
ticular difadvantages to which we fhall be 
expofed if we reject it. 

ith refpe& to the firft of thefe confider- 
ations, I truft there is no man in his fenfes, 
but what will own, that the whole country 
hath largely felt the wantof energy in the 
general government. While we were at war 
with Britain, common danger produced a 
common union; but the caufe being remov- 
ed, the effeét ceafed alfo. Nay, Ido not 
know but we may fafely add, that that u- 
nion produced by uniform danger, was ftill 
made greater to general and national pur- 
pofes. This Commonwealth, with 4 gener- 
ous difinterefted regard to the good of the 
whole, appeared foremost in the day of dan- 
gere—At the conclufion of the late war, 
two thirds of the continental army were trom 
Maffachufetts—-their provifion and their 
clothing proceeded alfo in a great meafure 
from our extraordinary exertions. _ The 
people did this im the fulleft confidence, that 
when peace and tranquillity was reftored, 
from the honour and juftice of our fifter 
States, our fupernumerary expenfes would 
be abundantly repaid. But, alas! how 
much hath our expectations been blafted ? 
---The Congrefs, though willing, yet had 
no power to do us juftice. The {mall dif- 
tridt of Rhodeifland put a negative upon the 
colleéted wifdom of the Continent. This 
was done not by thofe who are the patrons 
of their prefent infamous fyftem of paper 


-currency---but by that part of them who 


now call themfelves boncf men. We have 
made exertions ta ftop the importation of 
foreign fuxuries. Our brethren in the 
anlgtnenting San from the view of local 
advantages, have taken occafion to diftrefs 
us upon the fame account---They have en- 
couraged where we have prohibited ; and 
by thofe iniquitous meafures have made our 
virtue and publick fpirit an additional caufe 
of gurcalamity. Nor have our calamities been 
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Yoeal-.-they have reached to all parts of the 
United States, and have produced diffipation 
and indigence at home, and contempt in for- 
eign countries. On the one hand,the haughty 
Spaniard has deprived us of the navigation of 
the river Miffifippi---on theother, the Britith 
mation are by extravagant duties ruining our 
fithery. Our failors are enflaved by the pirates 


” of jers---our credit is reduced to fo low 


an ebb, that American faith is a proverbial 
expreffion for perfidy, as punick faith was 
avons — a ‘ Ld wd have we fuffer- 
ed every {pecies of infamy abroad---and 

verty at home. Such, if fa&t, have een 
our calamities, as are bk. to convince 
the oye ae among u 74 the want of 
a general government, in which energy and 
vigour fhould be eftablithed, and at the fame 
time the rights and liberties of the people 


preferved. 

A conftitution had been prefented to us, 
which was compofed and planned by men, 
who in the council and Geld, have, in the 
moft confpicuous offices, ferved their coun- 
try in the late war. . It comes authenticated 
by a2 man, who without any pecuniary re- 
ward, commanded our army, and who re- 
tired to a private ftation with more pleafure 
than heleftit. Ido not fay, Mr. Prefident, 
that this proves rhe form of gowernment to be 
perfel, ox that it is an sinanfwerable argu- 
ment that we foould adopt it---But it is a rea- 
fon why we thould examine it with care and 
caution, and that we ought not rafbly and 
precipitately co reject it. 

Tt will be objeéted-.-** There are more 
owers granted than are neceffary, and that 
t tends to deftroy the local governments of 

the particular States, and that it will even- 
tually endeither in ariftocracy ordefpotifm." 
"To anfwer the obje€tions, two confiderations 
fhould be taken into view---“he fituation of 
the Continent when a conftitution was 
formed---and the impoffibility of preferving 
a perfect fovereignty in the States, after ne- 
ceflary powers were ceded to a fupreme 
council of the whole. As to the firft, let us 
candidly examine the ftate of the republicks, 
from Newhampthire to Georgia, and fee 
how far vigour and energy were required. 
During the feffion of the late Convention, 
Maffachufetts was on the point of civil war 
---Jn Vermont and Newhamphhire, a great 
difaffe€tion to their feveral governments 
revailed among the people--Newyork abfo- 
Jotely refufed complying with the requifitions 
of Congrefs---In Virginia, armed men en- 
deavoured to ftop the courts of juftice---In 
Southcarolina, creditors by law were obliged 
to receive barren and ufelefs land, for con- 
traéts made in filver and gold.---1 pafs over 
the inftance of Rhodeifland---their conduct 
‘Was notorious.---In fome States, laws were 
made dire@tly againft the treaty of peace--- 
in others, ftatutes were enacted which clath- 
ed dire€tly againft any federal union---New 
lands, fubictent for to difcharge a great 
art of the continental debt, intruded upon 
fy needy adventurers---Our frontier fettle- 
ments expofed to the ravages of the Indians 


 Leewhile the feveral States were anable or 


anwilling to relieve their diftrefs. Lay all 
thefe circumftances together, and you will 
hod fome apology for thofe gentiomes, who 


a 
framed the Conftitution : I trutt you may 
charitably affizn other motives for their con- 
dud, than a défign to enflave their country, 
and to pafcel out for themfelves ics honours 
and emoluments. 

The fecond confideration deferves its 

weight. Can thefe local governments be 
fuficient ta protect us from foreign enemies, 
or from difaffetion at home ? Thirteen 
States are formed already. The fame nam- 
ber are probably to be formed from the 
lands not yet cultivated. Of the former, 
yet fmaller divifions may be made. The 
province of Maine hath defired a fepara- 
tion ; in time, a feparation may take place. 
Who knows but what the fame may happen 
with refpect to the old colony of Plymouth. 
Now concieve the number of States increaf- 
ed---their boundaries leflened--- their inter- 
efts clathing ! How eafy a prey to a foreign 
ead How liable to war among them- 
elves! Let thefe arguments be weighed ; 
and I dare fay, Sir, there is no man but 
what would conceive, that a coercive power 
over the whole, fearching through all pares 
of the fyitem, is neceflary to the preferva- 
tion and happinefs of the whole pevple. 

But I readily grant all thefe reafons are 
mot fufficient to furrender up the effential 
liberties of the people. But do we furrender 
them? This Contticution hath been com- 
pared both by its defenders and opponents 
to the Britith government: In my view of 
it, there is a great difterence.—In Britain 
the government is faid to confilt of the three 
forms, monarchy, ariftocracy and democra- 
“y 3 but in fat is but a few removes from 
a folute defpotifm.—Jn the crown is vetted 
the power of adding at picafure to the fe- 
cond branch---of nominating al! the places 
of honour and emolument---of purchafing, 
by its immenfe revenues, the fuffrages of the 
houfe of commons---the voice of the people 
is but the echo of the king---and their 
boafted privileges lie entirely at his mercy. 
In this propofed form, each branch of power 
is derived either mediately or dire@ly from 
the people. The lower houfe are elected di- 
realy by thofe perfons who are qualified to 
vote for the reprefentatives of the Srate; 
and at the expiration of two years become 
private men, unlefs their paft conduct enti- 
tles them to a future election. The fenate 
are cleGted by the legiflatures of the ditfer- 
ent States, and repreient their fovereignty. 
Thefe powers are acheck on each other, 
and can never be made either dependent on 
one another of independent of the people, 
‘The prefideat is chofen by electors who are 
appointed by the people. The high courts 
of juftice arife from the prefident and fe- 
nate; but yet the minilters of them can be 
removed only upon bad behaviour. Thein- 
dependence of judges is one of the moft fav- 
ovrable circumftances to publick liberty--- 
for when they dbccome the flaves of a venal 
corrupt court, and the hirelings of tyranny, 
all property is precarious, and perfonal fecu- 
rity at an end---a man may be ftripped of all 
his pofleffions, and murdered with the forms 
of law. Thus it appears thac all parts of 
this fyftem arife ultimately from the people, 
and are ftill independent of each other. 


There ate other refirciats, which, thougk 
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not dire@ly named in this Confitution, yet 
tare evidently difcerned by every man of 
common obiervation.---Thefe are the gov- 
ernments of the feveral Statesy and the {pi- 
rit of liberty in the people. Are we wrong- 
éd or injured ? Our immediate reprefenta- 
‘tives, are thofe to whom we ought to apply 
«--their power and influedte will ftill be 
great. But fhould any fervants of the peo- 
ple, however eminent their ftations, attempt 


to enflave them, from this fpirit of liberty, , 


uch oppofition would arife, as would bring 
them to the fcaffold. But, admicting that 
there are dangers in accepting this general 
agovernment.; .yet are there not greater 

azards ih rejeéting it? Such is, Mr. Prefi- 
dent, the ftate of our affairs, that itis notin 
our power to carve for ourfelves.. To avoid 
the-greatett, and to chufe the leaft.of two e- 
vils,is all that we can do.---What then 
will be the probable effects, if this Confti- 
tution be rejetted ? Have we. not reafon to 
fear new commotions in_ this Common- 
wealth? If they arife can we be always.cer- 
tain that we fhall be furnifhed with 2 citi- 
wen, who though poffefled of extenfive in- 
fluence and the greateft abilities, will make 
sio other ufe of them, than to quiet the tu- 
shult of the people, to prevent civil war, and 
to reftore the ufual courfe of Jaw and juf- 
fice? Are we not in danger from other 
States, when their interefts or prejudices are 
@ppofite to ours ? And in fome fuch icenes of 
hoftile contention, wil) not feme Sylia 
drench the land in blood, or fome Cromwell 
ar Cxfar lay ourliberties proftrate at his feet? 
Will not Ao nations attack us in our 
weak, divided condition, and once more 
render us.provinces to fome potentate of 
Europe ? Or will thofe powers to whom we 
are indebted, lie quiet? They certainly will 
mot. They are now waiting for our decif- 
jon ; but when they orice fee that our union 
is brokenyand that we are determined to 
megicét them, they will iffue out ictters of 
marque and reprifal, and entirely deftroy our 
cammerce. 

If this fytem is broken up, will thirteen 
or even nine States ever agree to another ? 
And will Providence fimile en a people who 
defpife the privileges put into their hands, 
and who negicé& the plaineft principles of 
jultice and honefty? After all, I by no 
snedns pretend, that there is complete per- 
SeCtion in this propofed Conftitution---like 
al] other haman ‘produCtions, it hath ail its 
faults---provifion is made, for amamend- 
ment, whenever, from practice itis found 
oppreffive. I ‘wowtld add, the . propofal 
which his Excellency hath condefcended to 
Jay before this Hon. Convention, refpeQing 
futare alterations, are real improvements 
for the bettér, and we have no reafon to 
doubt but they will be equally attended to by 
other States, as thity lead to common fecu- 
tity and preiervation. 

Some of the gentiemen in the oppofition 
have quoted gncient hittory, and applied. it 
ao the queftion now under debate. They 
have thewn us the danger which asifes from 
vefting magiftrates. with too_ much power. 
I1wish they had. gone on.to tell the whele 
‘truth. ‘Tney might. haye thewn, how nearly 

* Bceacioufnels and tyranny are allied.--that 


they who will oot be goverfed by reafon mut 
{ubmitto force---that demiagogues, in all 
free governments, have at firft held out an 
idea of extreme liberty, and have feized on 
the rights of thepeople, uhder the matk of 
patriotifm. They might have fhewn usa 
republick in whic witdom virtue and or- 
der, were qualities for which a man was li- 
able to banifhment.--and on fhe other 
band, boatting, fedition and falthood the 
ure road to honour and promotion. 

I am forry that.it hath been hikted by 
fome gentlemen in this Houfe, as if there 
were.a combination of the rich, the I¢arned 
and thofe of liberal profeifivns, to éftabli 
and fupport ah. arbitrary form of goverh- 
alii be it from me to retort fo up- 
charitable and unchriftian a fuggeftion. I 
doubt notthe gentlemen who are of different 
fentiments from myfelf are adtuated by 
the pureft motives. Some of them Ihave 
the pieafure to be particularly acquainted 
with, and can fafely pronounce them to be 
mea of virtuc.and hofiour---They have, po 
doubt, a laudable concern for the jiberties 
of their country ; but J would beg them to 
remember, that extreme jealouly ahd fufs- 
picion may be as fatal to freedom a3 f€curi- 
ty.and negligence. . 
~ With refpect to myfelf, Iam conkcious of 
nO motive which guides me in this great 
and folemn queftion, but what I could juf- 
tify. to. my own heart, both on the bed of 
death, and before the tribunal of ‘Omnipo- 
tence. .LAM-A,POOR MAN---IHAVE 
THE FEELINGS OF A POOR MAN. 
---If there are honours and etmoluments in 
this propofed Coniftitution, 1 thall, by my 
profefiion and circum‘tances in life, be for- 
ever excluded from them. It is my with 
and prayer, that in the folemn verditt we 
are faon to pronounce, that we be directed 
to that meature, which will be fér the glory, 
freedom and felicity of | country. 

I hall trouble this Houfe no farther, than 
by joining fincerely in the with of the hon. 
gentleman f:om ‘loptham, -that the people, 
in this their day, may know the things which 
belong ts their peaces 

[Tbe Committee appointed on Saturday, to 
configer bis Exegellency’s propofitions, by their 
chairman, the Hon. he. Bowdoin, reported a 
few alterations to the amendments fubmitted to 
them.--and that et the decificn, the Committee 
confified of 24-015 of whom agreed in the re- 
port---7 were againft it---1 abjent, and 1 de- 
clined giving bis.opinion : [ For the report, Jee 
the form of ratification, in our Magazine for 
the fecond week in February.) 

Major Lu s« concurred in the idea already 
thrown out in the debate, that although the 
infertion of the amendments in the Coniti- 
tution, was devoutly wifhed--«yet he did not 
{ce any reafon to fuppofe they ever would be 


adopted.---Turning from the fubje@ of a- - 


mendments, the Major enteréd Jargely into 
the confideration of the.gth feétion--and, in 
the moft pathetick and teeling manner, de- 
{cribed the miieries of the poor natives of 
Africa, who are kidnapped, and fold for 
flaves---with the brightefl colours, he paint- 
ed their happindfs and eafe on their native 
fhores; and contraited them with their 
wretched, miferable, and wahappy"conditios 
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Mh a Riess avery. From this fidjed, tie 
fee tb fe articte difpenfiig with the qua. 
ification of a reftgious teft---and concluddd 
ty Vafinig, that he fhudderéd atthe idea, that 
Sma Vacances, Papifts, and Pagans 
Wight Be intreduted into offite---and that 
Popery and the Inquifition may be eftablish- 
‘ed in‘Ametica. : 

Dr. 1 okie Mr: Prefident---The objec- 
tions Which gehtiemen have made to the 
form of 4 pe. whith has teen fubmit- 
ted by yout Excellency, have arifen, either 
from # doubt of our having a right to pro- 

oft alterations ; ot, from the fuppofed in- 
‘probability that any amendments teconi- 


“ mtnded by this affembly, will ever become 


‘a part! of the federal: fyftem.---1f we have 
no fight, Sir, to propéfe alterations, there 
remaias nothing Further to be atterhpred, 
but take the final qaeftion independert..of 
the propofitions for amendment---but I hope 
the mere affertion of any one is fot to Operate 
as an argunient in this afiembly s and we 
“are yet waiting for evidence to prove this 
“very fingular pofition Which: has been fo of- 
tth repeated---1f we have a right, Sir, to 
t¥éceive, Orreject the Coaftitution, ferely we 
chave @n = autherity to determine in 
» en Way this right thal! be exercifed---It'is 
 inexim, I Gslieve univerfally admitted, 
that in every itfftance, the matner in which 
‘every pOWer is to be exerted, muft be in its 
hatte difcretionary with that body to 
Which this power is delegated---Ff this 
t rincipte be jult, Sir} the ground which hes 
taken to oppote jour Excelency’s pro- 

ofa] by dif{puting the right of recommend- 
ig fations, muft Ge’ neceMarily relin- 
yar pr But ‘gentiemen fay, that they 
nd nothing about amendments in the com- 
‘Miffion dindler which they are adting, and 
they corictive it neither agréeably to the re- 
folution of the legiflature, fer to the fenfeof 
their conftituents, that fuch a fcheme fhould 
be adapt€d :—Let us inquire then, Sir, un- 
der what authority we are acting; and to 
«what triburial we are amenable: | Is it then, 
Sir, from the late federal Convention, thet 
‘we -detive ovr authority? Is it from Con- 
giefs, or is It eten'from the legiffature icfelf 
—It is from neither, Sir—we are convened 
in right of the people, ‘as their -immediate 
reprefentatives, to’ execute ‘the ‘moft impor- 
tant traf which itis poffible toreceive, and 
We Yi'e accountable in its execution, to God 
only, and our own confciences.——When gen- 
tlemen affert then, that we Have no right to 
recommend’ alterations, they muft have i- 
deas itrangely derogatary to the influence 
and authority of cur cénitieents, whom we 
have the honour of repfefenting :—~But 
Thotld it be thought there was even a part of 
the people who conceived we were thus re- 
Gtricted as'to the forms of our proceedings, 
we are ftill to recolleét that their aggregate 
ferife, on His point, can only be determined 
‘hy the*voices of the majority in this Conven- 
tion. The arguments of thofe gentlemen, 
who oppofe prupofitions of amendments, a. 
‘fount fimpty to this, Siry that the whole 
‘people of Maifachufetts, aflembled by their 
Pelegates, on the moft folemn and interefting 
Stcafion, are not at tb to refolve in 
‘what ‘form this troit thaib -be-extouted--- 


- : a 
When we ret? YertouRy ard coolly off this 
Pont, Pithint, Sir we Mat dover noloager. 
But with retpect to the profpe€t of thele 
amendments, atethe fabje@ of ditt af- 
fiom, being ademred ‘by the firt Conerct, 
which thall te ‘eypdinted under the nc 
Conftitation, 1 realiy thigtk, Sir, that ir is 
fot only far from beng improbable, but is 
in the highe tt @egree likely. I have thovght 
Youg and often, on the fubjedt of amend- 
ment, wd 1 Know go way in which they 
couki be more likely to (eccecd.—If they 


‘Wete Made conditional to our receiving the 


propoled:Conftivativn, it hasever appeared 
tome, that aconditicial amendment mut 
optrate ws a torah rejcCtion. As fo many o- 
ther States have ‘Pevelved the Conftitution, 
ab ft-is, how cith it Be Made to appear, thar 
they Wi not a@here Yo-their own refola- 
tions; and théutd they remain as warm- 
by and pertinaciowNy attached to their opin- 
idn, a6 we mitt te tecitedly in favour of 
oorown fentiitents, @ tong and painful in- 
terval might elap{e before we thould have the 
benefit of a federal Conftintian—1 have 
never yet heard ‘an argument to remove this 
difficulty: Permittie to inquire of gentie- 
men what reafon wevheve te fuppofe that the 
Staves which -heve ajréady adopted the Con- 
ftitotion witt frddeniy confent to call a new 
Convention at the requci of this State : 
Are we going to expofe the Commonweaith 
to the difagrecatilc alternative of being forc- 
ed into a ‘compliance, or of remaining in 
oppofition, provided nine others fhould agree 
to receive‘it. %As' highby as fome pefloas 
talk of the furce wf tiis State, 1 Believe we 
fhoula be*buta'fedble power, unaflitted by o- 
thers, and detached ‘from the general benefit 
of a national government. We are told, thac 
under theblethag of Providence, we may do 
miichIt is very crue, Sir, but ima be 
proved, that we thatl be nioft likely to fecute 
theapprobation vf ‘Heaven by refueling the 
propofed fyftem. 

Ithas been infinnated, Sir, that thefe a- 
mendments have een artfully introduced 
to lead to'a dtotfitin whith would not other- 
wife be had+Withdur fopping to redark 
on the total Want ofandourin which fuch 
an idea has arifen;tet us inquire whether 
there is even the appearance of reafon to 
fupport this ipfinuation, ‘The propofitions 
are annexed, it is true, to the ratification ; 
but thre aflent is complete and abfolure with - 
outthem. tis not poffible it can be other- 
wife underitovd by a ‘fingle member in tis 
hon. body---Gentlemen, therfore, when 
they make fuch'an unjutt obfervation, do fo 
honour to the fogacity of others, Suppof- 
ing it poffible thut ary tingle member can be 
deceived by’ fach acdthullow artifice, permit 
me to do juRice tothe purity of intention 
in which they ‘have ariien, by obferving, 
that'lam ‘fatisfied nothing can be farther 
from your Exvellency's ‘intentions. The 
propofitions afte gertral and not local, they 
are not calculated (for the peculiar intereft 
of this State, but with indifcriminate juice 
comprehend the circumétances of the indi- 
vidual on the basks of cie Savannah, as well 
as of the hardy“anthindyftrious hufbandman 
on the margia ‘of the Kennebeck : Why 
then they thould net be adopted, I confets | 
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€annot conceive. There is one of them ima 
particular manner which is very agreeable 
tome. When we talk of our wanting a bill 
of rigns to the new Conftitution, the firit 
article propofed muft remove every duubt on 
this heade=as by pofitively fecuring what is 
not exprefsly delegated, it leaves nothing to 
the uncertainty of conjectare, or to the re- 
finements of implication ; but is an explicit 
. refervation of every sight and privilege which 
are neareft and moft able to the people. 
There has been f an inftance where 
the influence of Maffachufetts has not been 
felt and ac edin the union—Jn fuch 
acafe, her voice will be heard, Sir, and I 
am fully in fentiment if thefe amendmente 
. are not engrafted on the Conftitution, it will 
be our owa fault—the remaining feven States 
will have our example before them, and 
there is a high probability that they, or at 
Jeaft fome of them, will take our condudt »2 
@ precedent, and will aps aflume the 
fame mode of procedure. Should this be the 
fat, their influence will be united to ours. 
But your rye or will befides be fubje& to 
a perpetual inttru@ion until its objeét is com- 
pleted ; and it will be alwaysin the power of 
the people and legiflature to renew thofe in- 
ftructions. But if they thould fail, we muft 
then acquiefce in the decifion of the majori- 
ty and this is the known condition on which 
all free governments depend. 

Would gentlemen who are oppofed to the 
Confticution with to have no amendments? 
This does not agree with their reiterated ob- 
jetions to the propegee fyftem: Or are they 
afraid, Sir, that thefe propofitions will fe- 
cure a larger majority ? In fuch an occafion 
we ccnnot be too generally united. The 
Conftitution is a great political experiment 
-—The amendments have a tendency to re- 
move many objections which have been 
made to it—-and I hope, Sir, when it -is a- 
dopted, that they will be annexed to the 
Fatificationin the manner which your Ex- 
cellency has propofed. , 


Baresteslef Doi A.M. 





Mr. Barrett, [of York} Awedin the 
Prefence of this auguit affembly—confcious 
of my inability to exprefs my mind fully on 
this important occafion—and fenfible how 
little I muft appear in the eyes of thofe 
giants in rhetorick, whohaveexhibited fuch 
a pompous difplay of declamation :—With-. 
out any of thofe talents calculated to draw 
attention—without the pleafing eloquence of , 
Cicero, or the blaze of Demotthenian ora-‘° 
tory, I rife, Sir, to difcharge my duty to my 
conftituents, who 1 know expect fomethin 
more from me than merely a filent vote. Wit 
mo pretenfions to talents above the fimple 
language adapted to the line of may calling, 
the plain hufbandman, I hope the gentlemen 
who compofe this hon. body, will fully un- 
derftand me when I attempt to {peak my 
mind of the Federal Conftitution as it now 
&ands.—I with, Sir, to give my voice for its 
amendment before it can be falutary forour 
acceptance=-becaufe, Sir, notwithftanding 
the Willfonian oratory and all the learned 
arguments I have feen written—notwith- 
ftanding the many laboured fpeeches I have 
beard ig itsdefence, and after the bck invefi- 





fr 


igation Iam able to give this fubjeG, I fear 
it is pregnant with baneful effects, although 
I may not live to feel them, 

Becaufe, Sir, as it now ftands, Congrefs 
will be vefted with more extenfive powers 
than ever Greatbritain ecxercifed over us— 
too great in my opinion to intrut with any 
clafs of men, let their talents or virtues be 
ever fo confpicuous, even though compofed 
of fgch exalted amiable characters as the 
great Wafkingtod: For while we confider 
them as men of like paffions, the fame fpon- 


taneous, inherent thirit for power with our- 
-felves—great and good asthey may be, when 


they enter upon this all important charge, 
whan fecurity can we have that they will 
continue fo ?---And, Sir, were we {ure they 
would continue the faithful guardians of 
our liberties, and ent any infringement 
on the privileges of the people---what affur- 
anc= can we have that fuch men will always 
hold. the reins of government, that their 
fucceffours will be {uch ?---Hiltory tells us 
Rome was happy under Auguftus---though 
wretched under Nero, who could have no 
ater power than Auguftus---and yet this 
ame Nero, when young in government, 
could thed tears on eaies a death warrant, 
though afterwards became fo callous to the 
tender feelings of humanity, as to behold 
with pleafure Rome in flames. 

Becaufe, Sir, I think that fix years is too 
long a term for any fet of men to be at the 
helm of government---for in that time they 
may get fo firmly rooted, and their influ- 
ence be fo great as to continue themfelves 
for life. » 

Becaufe, Sir, I am not certain we are able 
to fupport the additional expenfe of fuch a 
government. 

Becaufe, Sir, I think a continental 

collector will not be fo likely to do us juftice 
in colleGting the taxes, as colieCtors of our 
own. 
Becaufe, Sir, I think a frame of govern- 
ment on which all laws are founded, fhould 
be fo fimple and explicit, that the mof 
illiterate may underftand it, whereas this 
eppears to me fo obf{cure and romny ep that 
the moft capacious mind cannot fully com- 
prehend it. 

Becaufe, Sir, the duties of excife and im- 
pott, and to be taxed befides, appears too 
great a facrifice---and when we have given 
them up, what thall we have to pay our own 
debts, but a dry tax. 

Becaufe, Sir, I do not think this will pro- 
duce the efficient government we are in pur- 
fuit of. 

Becaufe, Sir, they fix their own falaries 
without allowing any controul. 

And becaufe, Sir, 1 think fuch a go- 
vernment may be difagreeable to men with 
= high notions of liberty, we Americans 

ave. . 

And, Sir, I could with this Conftitution 
had not been in fome parts of the continent 
hurried on like the driving of Jehu very fu- 
rioufly, for fuch important tranfactions 
fhould be without force, and with-cool deli« 
beration.---Thefe, Sir, were my objeétions, 
and thofe of my canftituents, as they occur 
to. my memory---fome of which have beep 
removes in the courle of the debates, by che 
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Wyenious réafonings of the fpeakers---I with 
I could fay the whole were.---But after all, 
there are fome yet remain on my mind, 
enough to convince meé, excellent as this fy- 
‘tem 1s, in fome refpects it needs alterations, 
therefore I think it becomes us as wife men, 
as the faithful guardians of the people's 
tights, and as we with well to pofterity, to 
propoie fuch amendments as will fecure to 
us and ours that liberty, without which life 
isa burthern. 

Thus, Sir, have I ventured to deliver my 
fentiments, in which is.involved thofe of my 
conftituents, on this important fubje@t, cau- 
tioufly avoiding every think like ‘metaphy- 
fical reafoning, lett | fhould invade the pre- 
Togative of thofe refpe€table gentlemen of 
the law, who have {0 copioufly difptayed 
their talents on this oecafion. But, Sir, al- 
though yeu may perceive by what I have 
faid, that this isnotin my view, the moft 
perfe@ fyftem I could with---yet as Iam 
poffeffed with an affurance that the propof- 
ed amendments will take place---as I dread 
the fatal effeéts of anarchy---as I am con- 
vinced the Confederation is eflentially defi- 


cient, and that it will be more difficulr to a- 


mend that, than to reform this---and asl 
think rbis Confitution with all its imperfec- 
tions, is exce/ient compared with that---ad 
that it is the beft Conititution we can now 
obtain---as the greateft good Ican do my 
country at prefent, I could with for an ad- 
journment, that I mighthave an opportuni- 
ty to lay it before ny confitwents with the 
arguments which have been ufed in the de- 
bates, which have ecafed my mind, andI trutt 
would have the effe@ on theirs, fo as heartily 
to join me on ratifying the fame :---But, 
Sir, if I cannot be indulged on this defirable 
objet, I am almoft tempted to rifgue their 
aitpleafure and adoptit without their confent. 

Dr, Tavcor, examined the obfervations 
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of feveral gentlemen, whohad faid, thathad 
the Conftitution been fo predicated as to re- 
quire a bill of rights tobe annexed to it, it 
would have been the work of 2 vear---and 
could not be contained but in volumes. This 
if true, he faid, was an argument in favour 
ofone being annexed : But fo far from its 
being the cafe, bre believed any gentleman in 
that Convention, could form one in a few 
hours---as he might take the bill of rights 
of Maffachufetts fora guide : He conclud- 
ed by objecting to the amendments becauf- 
no aflurance was given, that they ever wousd 
become a part of the fyftem. 

_ Mr. Parsons demonftrated the imprac- 
ticability of forming a bill, in a nationa) 
Confitution, for fecuring individual rights, 
and thewed the inutility of the meafure, from 
the idea, that no power was given to Con- 
grefs to infringe on any onc of the natural 
rights of the people by this Conftitution, and 
fhould they attempt it without conftitutional 
authority, the a€t would be a nulity, and 
could not be enforced. 

Several other gentlemen fpoke in a deful- 
tory converfation on the amendments---it 
was urged, again and again, on one fide, 
that it was uncertain whether they ever 
would be interwoven in the Conftitution--- 
and that therefore, they could not vote for 
it, on that precarious condition: On the o- 
ther fide, the importance of the opinion of 
Maflachufetts,in other States, in determin- 
ing On great political queftions, the general 
nature of the amendments propofed, &c. 
were repeatedly urged, in favour of their be- 
ing a part of the ratification. 

fA motion was made by Mr. Denca, for 
the Convention to adjourn to a future dayy 
which after being debated, was put and nega- 
tived. For the moticn, 115 

« Againf it, 4-] 


21 
(To be concluded next week.) 








PROCEEDINGS of CONGRESS, Tuefday, February 26, 1788. 


ONGRESS aflembled—Prefent, 

Newbamphhiire, Maffachufetts,New- 
york, Newjeriey, Pennfylvania, Dela» 
ware, Maryland, Virgima, and South- 
carolina; from Conneéticut, Mr. 
Wadfworth, and from Northcarolina, 
Mr. White. 

According to order, the Minifter Ple- 
nipotentiary from his Mot Chriftian 
Majelty, was introduced to a publick 
audience, when he delivered a letter of 
credence from his Moft Chriftian Ma- 
jelty, of which the following is a tranf- 
lation: 

Very dear great Friends and Allies, 

PARTICULAR reafons, relative to 
the good of our fervice, have dete: min- 
ed us to appoint a fucceffour to the Che- 
valier de la Luzerne, our minifter Pleni- 
potentiary with you. Wehave chofen 
the Count de Moutter, to take his place, 
in the fame quality. The marks of zeal 


which he has hitherto given ‘us, per- 


fuade us, thaton this new occafion, he 
will conduét himfelf in fuch a manner 
as to render himfelf agreeable to you, 
and more and more worthy of our good 
will, We pray you to give full faith 
to whatever he may fay to you on our 
part; particularly when he hall affure 
you of the fincerity. of our wifftes for 
your profperity, as well as of the con- 
fant affection and friendfhip which we 
bear to the United States in general, and 
to each of them in | pmcqen We 
pray God, that he will have you, very 
dear great friends and allies, in his holy 
keeping. Written at Verfailles, the 
goth September, 1787. Your good 
friend and Ally. 


(Signed) LOUIS. 
Count de MONTMORIN. 
To ithe United States 


of North America. 





Aftes which be addreffed Congrefs in 
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a Speech, of which the following isa 
tranflation : 
Gentlemen of Congrefs, 

THE relations of friendthip, and af- 
fe&tion, which fubfitt between the King 
my matter and the United States, have 
béen eftablithed on a bafis which cannot 
bat daily acquire a new degree of folidity. 
Itis fatisfa&tory to be matually convinced 
that an allrance formed for obtainiog a 
glorious peace, after efforts direéted b 
the greateft wifdom, and fuftained wi 
admirable conftancy, muft always he 
conformiable to the common interelts ; 
aud that it is a fruitful fource of infinite 
advantages to both nations, whofe mu- 
tual confidence and intercourfe will en- 
creafe in proportion as they become bet- 
ter known to each other. 

The King, who was the firft to con- 
ne& hinnfelf with the United States as a 
fovereign power, to fecond their efforts 
and favour their interefts, has never 
ceafed, fince that memorable period, to 
turn his attention to the means of provw- 
ing to them his affeétions. This fenti- 
ment dire&ts the vows which hie Ma- 
jefty forms for their profperity. Their 
fuccefs will always interelt him fenhbly,; 
and there is reafon to hope for it, from 
the wifdom of the meafures, which they 
will adopt. 

Tothis folemn affurance of intereft 
and attachment on the part of the Kirg, 
to the unanimous fentiment of the na- 
tion, and to the fervent withes of a great 
number of my countrymen, who have 
had the advantage to be affociated in the 
military toils and fuccefs of the United 
States, permit me to add thofe which IT 
in particular entertain for the growth 
‘and Ploty of thofe States. ‘I at length 
enjey the fatisfattion of having it in my 
‘power here to teftify the profound vene- 
Yation with which [have been cotftaht- 
ly penetrated, for “a people who! have 
Been abile fo fix, from their birth, the 
attention of the moft confiderable pow- 
ers in'Europe, and whofe courage and 
purse have wre a“ me en 

happinefs will be complete, genfle- 
ro #1 could fuceeed ene Ax and 
moft coaftant care'to merit your éfteem, 
your confidence ‘and your apprebation. 

The tak which Ihave to ae 
appears to me to be the more difficult, 


asin fucceeding dé tminther who held the 
place near you, gendemen, with which I 
‘am now bonoured, I am far from enjoy- 
ing the advantages which he derived 
from his talents, his knowledge, and 
thofe circamfances which placed him 
in cle molt intimate relations to you. 
I will endeavour to réfemble him, at 
leaft by the greateft attention.to pro- 
mote and give fuccefs to whatever may 
contribute to the fatisfaétion, the glory 
‘and profperity of the United States. 


Towhich the PRESIDENT made the 
following REPLY: 
STIR, tty 

IT will always give us pileafureto ac- 
knowledge the friendfhip and impor- 
tant good offices, which we have expe- 
rienced from bis Moft Chriftian Majef- 
ty, and your generous nation; and we 
flatter ourfelves, that the fate princi- 
ples of magnanimity and régard to mu- 
‘tual conveniences, which dittated the 
connexions between us, will continue to 
‘Operate, and to render them fill more 
extemfive in their benefits ‘to the two 
couritries. 

We confider the alliance, as involv- 
ing engagements, highly sntereiting to 
both parties; and we are perfuaded that 
they ‘will be obferved with entire and 
| good faith. ‘ 

¢ are h in being fo explicit 

affured of or aodiaainhe of oe 
jefty’s friendthip and attachment, and 
in thts “Opportunity of expreffing the 
high fenfe we entertain of their fincerity 
and value. It is with real fatisfaction, 
Sir, that we receive you at his Minitter 
‘Plenipotentiary ; efpecially as your eha- 
raéter gives us reafon'to expect, that the 
harmony and intereft of both nations, 
‘will not be Jefs promoted by your ta- 
‘dents, candour and liberality, than they 
were by thofe which diftinguithed your 
predeceffor, and recommended him to 
our efteem and regard. 








The foreign Minifters, Confuls, &c. 
and a large number of the moft refpeé- 
able charaéters of the city, attended at 
the Hall on this occafion, and an elegant 
entertainment was given hy the Hon, the 
Prefident of Congrefs. 





From the Massachusetts CENTINEL, of March . at Boflon. 
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Mr. RussELLt, | 
T HE citizens of ‘Maffachufetts-are 
Pm seit Ae in the Conftitu- 
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to individuals. evety right, compatible 
with the fafety and happineds of focicty ; 
and it vefts the civil magittrate with no 
more power, than is abfolutely neceffary 
to guard the weak from violence and op- 
preffies, and to make every citizen e- 
qually.fafé and happy m the enjoyment 
of life, liberty and property. But ex- 
cellent as this Conititation may be, ftill 
much depends on the perfonal conduct 
of the citizens at large, to render perma- 
nent and complete their political felicity. 
By a vigilant attention to publick men 
and to publick meafures, they may ac- 
quire a juft knowledge of their true po- 
litical interefts ; and may learn the pro- 
per means to promote and fecure them ; 
by confining their fuffrages to men emi- 
nent for their wifdom and virtues, they 


may ever enjoy a good adminiltration of 
government ; and by a judicious ufe of 


their perfonal rights, may forcibly coop- 
erate with their rulers in giving efficacy 
to the laws, and tran{mitting to pofterity 
the ineftimable blefling of a free and e- 
qual government. 

In a free republick, conftituted like 
otr’s, I humbly conceive there cannot 
exift among the various clafles of its ci- 
tigens, any diftin& feparation, fill jefe 
an fition of interefts, as to great po- 
litical objeste. Poffeffed of pase ‘the 
fame perfonal and political rights—e- 
qually protested by the fame laws—and 
alike entitled to places of honour and 
proht, they muft have a common intereft 
m fupporting and preferving unimpaired 
fuch a Conftitution : And they ought to 
ftrive, by an union of fentiment and ex- 








ation, efpecially on important otcafions, 
ta concentre their cojlettive ttrength and 
influence for the publick good. Bur 
this union, important as it is to the ge- 
neral happinefs, may be interrupted, and 
in fome inftances it has unfortunately 
happened, for want of a proper inter- 
courfe and communication of fentiment 
between the citizens in different parts of 
the flate. 

Iwas exceedingly happy, on bein 
informed, that, imnpaelid ith thefe : 
deas, a large and refpeétable afflembly of 
the inhabitants of your town, from al- 
moft every clafs, was lately held to de- 
liberate as to proper charaéters for the 
objects of their choice at the approaching 
eleG&tions, that none but men of known 
ability, and tried integrity, may by their 
futfrages be admitted to fhare in the ad- 
miniftration of government the year en- 
fuing; amd that they unanimoufly a- 
greed upon the following, viz. 

For GOVERNOUR, 

His Excellency Fohn Hancock, Efquire. 
For LiEUTENANTGOVERNOUR, 
The Hon. Benjamin Lincoln, Efquire. 

We here are fenfible of the importance 
of 4 union at the approaching ele€tion ; 
and, collecting the general idea ef our 
brethren in the back country, from the 
ftate of the votes the laft year, I imagine 
thar their approbation of, and concur. 
rence in voting for, the above gentlemen, 
to the offices prefixed to their re{peétive 
names, will not be wanting. 

A Frienp to UNION. 

Roxbury, March 7, 1733. 

(The foregoing is inferted by defre.) 
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Por the WoncestTER MAGAtINE. 
Mr. Epitor, 

The author of the following Sonnet, pean 
it not for publication becaufe be thinks it de- 
Serving, but that it might be a bint to fome 
abler pen te do juftice to the diftinguipoed 
merit of the perfon whofe lofs it laments. 


A SONNET, 

Sacred to the Memory of the Rev. JOSHUA 
PAINE, of CuagLesTown. 
"e% praife the dead may feem like the 

language of unneceffary panegyrtick 5 
yet the friend of mankind will weep over the 
grave of the worthy, and by contemplating 
their virtues will lease a lesen ef the great- 
oft imporxtaace. 


egafus of Apollo ! 








SWEET mufe of melancholy wake thy lyre, 
To folemn woe attune the moving lay : 
Warm my fad heart with bright afiection’s 


re 
And bid my foul in forrow melt away. 


Whene’er the fon of yirtue’s doom’d to die ; 
When we behold the friend of man depart 5 
The tear of forrow {wells upon the eye, 
And the figh vibrates ali along the heart. 


To teach fincerely, and to praétice too, 
Paine, to thy foul the nobleft powers were 
To follow virtue was to copy you, [giv'ns 
Your precepts taught, you lead the way te 
Heaven. 
O dear departed thade thefe artlefs lays re- 
ceive, 
The laft fad tribute which a friend can give. 


Worrfars Marcb. 5, 1783, 
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Summary of late Intelligence. 
a 





HALIFAX, (Nowafcotia) Feb. 8. 

The General Affembly have refolved, 
that a fem not exceeding gool. be granted 
for the purpofe of hiring a proper houfe in 
the neighbourhood of Windior, for an Aca- 
demy, and alfo for paying the falary of a Pre- 
fident and Profetfor thereof one year. The 
Committee in deliberating upon this fubje@, 
having duly confidered and lamented the 
wretched ftate of literature in this province, 
and having been unavoidably led to con- 
traft it with the ftate of literature in the 
neighbouring republicks, earneftly recom- 
mended to the confideration of the houfe, to 
ere&t fuch a college or univerfity in this 
province, to prevent as early as may be, the 
om. of this country (now panting after 

owledge) from rufhing into the various 
feminaries, already eftablithed in the United 
States of America, by which means their at- 
tachment to their native country may be in 
danger of being weakened,and principles im- 
bibed unfriendly to the Britith conftitution. 

PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 28. 

Congrefs on the gth inft. appointed Mr. 
= Cleve Symmes one of the judges for the 

feftern Territory, in the room ef the Hon. 
John Armftrong, jun. refigned. 

NEW ORK, March:. 

Yeftérday the Right Reverend Samwe/ 
Provoft, and the Rev. Dr. Fobn Rogers, 
were reele€ted Chaplains to Congrefs—And 
Richard Winne, Eiq; was cleéted Superin- 
tendenct of Indian Affairs, for the Southern 
Department. 

Thurfday failed from this port for Can- 
ton, in China, the thip Jeary, Capt. Thom- 
fon. As the fhip pafied the Battery, the 
fired a falute of thirteen guns, which was 
anfwered from the fame place, by a de- 
tachment of artillery. The peony is the 
fecond ship, which as failed this feafon 
from Newyork, on fo diftant a voyage. 

That Americans poilefs a {pirit of com- 
mercial enterprize, is evinced by the many 
adventurous voyages which have been un- 
dertaken from feveral ports in the United 
States, fince the conclufion of the late war. 
Was America in poflefiion of a firm nation- 
al government, diftant countries would not 
only behold with veneration the banners of 
Columbia ; but the thunder of her cannon 
snight viétorioufly refound to the moft re- 
mote regions of the globe. 

Philadelphia was founded in 1682, by the 
great Mr. Penn, It contains now almoft 
g000 houfes, and §0,000 inhabitants, com- 
pofed of Englith, Irith, Scotch and German 
defcendants. ‘There are in the city, three 
Frends’ Meetings, three Epifcopal churches, 
befides the Swedith Lutheran, which is now 
annexed to that order; three Prefbyterian, 
ene Baptifh, one Roman Catholick, one 
Methoditt, three or four German churches, 
and feveral other religious affemblies. The 
whole State of Pennfylvania contains about 
350,000 inhabitants. 

“On the 18th December laf died, at his 
houfe at Hackney, near London, in the 


qth year of bis age, Jahg Barclay, (fon of 


David Barclay, Jate of that city, who wroté 
the —T or the Quakers.) 
PORTS MOU  T H, March 11. 
ELECTIONEERING. 

Litt of votes for Prefident, given in at 
Concord, at a meeting held for that purpofe. 
Hon. John Langdon, Efq; 107 

eter Green, Efq; $ 
His Excellency Prefident Sullivan, 

Ata meeting held at Londonderry, yefter- 
day, the following votes were given in for 
Spams a caiamih” ee 
Hon. John Langdon, : 10 
Ptbae Sullivon, 7 H 

At a legal meeting held at Epping, the 
number of votes given in for Prefident were 
as follows, vize 
His Excellency John Sullivan, Efq; 78 
Hon. John Langdon, Efq; 1 

At Excter the following votes were given 
in for Prefident. 

Hon. John Sullivan, Efq; 124 
Hon. John Langdon, Efq; 107 

The towns of HOpkington, Bofcawen, Bow 
and Northfield, are almof unanimous for 
the Hon. John Langdon, Efq; for Prefidents 

As Mrs. Thomas (wife of Elitha' Thomas, 
confined in Dover gaol for the murder of 
Capt. Drown) was returning in a fleigh from 
Dover to Newdurham, seas to view the 
fad remains of her earthly refidence, and to 
fhed a tear over her departed children, the 


orfes took fright, and running againt ano« 


ther Neigh, the tongue came with fach force 
againft the unhappy woman's fide, as to 
break in three of Le ribs; and it was with 
difficulty the efcaped being torn to pieces. 
[ For the particulars vf the anparallelea mur 
der of Capt.Drown, by Elifoa Thomas, fee our 
Magaxine for the a:b wk in February--and 
Sor the truly melanchely cataftropbe of the burn- 
ing of their habitation, with four of their cbil- 
dren, fee our laf. 
BOS TON, March 12, 

Laft evening, the Hon. Senate negatived 
the bill for continuing the TENDER LAW 
fo called==13 voting for—and 16 againft it. 

On Monday laft the hon. Houle of Re- 

refentatives 9 atax of SIXTY FIVE 
FHOUSAND POUNDS, to be levied ve 
upen each and every poll, from 16 years old 
and upwards, to 20, inclufive ; and 3/. upon 
each and every poll from 21 to 70 years old, 
inclufive ; the refidue to be aficfled on the 
eftates of the inhabitants, who are by law 
liable to pay taxes, agreeably to the princi- 
ples of the old valuation. Afgr the above 
grant, Dr. Con y moved, that the uhincor- 
porated plantations be ftruck out of the tax 
billwhich being feconded, underwent « 
fhort debate---in which it appearing to Le 
impraticable, from the embarraffment it 
muft oceafion in the affefiment, unlefs a 
new vasuation would be made, to comport 
with the liberal ideas of the Doctor, the mo- 
tion was therefore negatived. 

Accounts from Maryland acquaint us that 
there is not the leat doubt of that State's a- 
dopting the propofed Conftitution---by theig 
Convention which is te mect cat mouth, 
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‘als are iffued in Charlefton (3. C.) 
for printing by fubfcription, the Hifory of 
the ican  Rewolution. By Davin 
Ramsar, M. D.---the writer of the ele- 
gant and impartial Hiffory of the Rewolutien 
of Scutbcarolina---a work, greatly and juttly 
celebrated, 

It is earneftly to be withed that perfonal 
sefiections cf every kind may be omitted, in 
the feveral publications, that may be offered 
on the fubject of elegtion.---Such eflays ne- 
plete with invective, can do mo good; they 
excite mutual hatred and ill will, create 
faétions, who to carry points ftick at no- 
thing, let what will become of the publick 
intereft. 

The Bill for the relief of bankrupt debt- 
ers, is referred to the next feffion of the Ge- 
neral Court. 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives, on Tuef- 
day laft, made choice of the Rev. David 
Parfons, of Amherft, to deliver the EleCtion 


‘Sermon, in May next. 


“A Naffau ( rovidence) paper of the 
ogg ult. has the following seieetio. *On 
third inf, Capt. Thomas Thompfon 

in the floop Sally, beating up from fout wet 
point of Heneaga for Watering Bay, fawa 
white flag hoifted on the thore ; he immedi- 
ately hoi out his yaw! and went to the 
place, where he found 23 women and 53 
men and boys, in 4 moft diitrefled fituation : 
‘They informed him that they had been paf- 

on board the brig Chance, com- 
maanded by Jobn Stafford, from Duniary in 
Ireland, bound for Chariefton and Balti- 
more, in Northamerica; that after being 
thrée months out, and having been for fix 
weeks ox thort allowance, they were landed 
on that defolate ifland,in the evening of 
the oth of December: That che Capt. pre- 
vious to his putting them on fhore, inform- 
ed them that the ifland was Trinidad, io 
which there were three towns and many [et-- 
tlements, and that they might ~~ 
from thenee to any part of America: That 
on being landed, and not finding neither in- 
habitants nor fettiements, they determined 
to return on board, but on npyeeesifing se 
boat, a mufket was fired at them ich 
killed one of their number. T alfo 


mentioned that 42 perfons had died on the . 


aflage. Capt. Thompfen arrived here on 
aturday with 56 of thefe unhappy people; 
80 of them were landed on Longifland. 
* Jt feems that a Mr. Connor, fuper car- 
g°, or a commander, was the chief 
or in this inhuman piece of villainy ; he 
took them in Dublin---many ef them paid 
him 7 guineas, particularly a watch maker, 
whom he promifed a cabbie paflage, but as 
foon as were to fea, he turned them ail 
into the hold. On the paffage he fearched 
and plundered them of all their money, 
watches and clothes. They had been on 
thore four days, without victuals or drink, 
and many of them without a rag of clothes 
to cover their nakednefs, and were taken 
off the ifland in a mot miferable condition, 
expofed to fun, rain, and {warms of mutke- 
toes. Several of the women were far ad- 
wanced in pregnancs.” 
March 17. The Hon. Senate have paf- 
MB a bill, which qe on Friday read a (- 


$29: 


= 

cond time, in the Houfe of Reprefentativ 
to prevent the iniquitous and inhuman prac 
tice of the Slave Trade, and for affordin 
relief to the families of thofe pérfons, whe 
may be kidnapped,or decoyed from this Rate. 

_ His Excellency the Governour, with ad- 
vice and confent of the Council, bas been 
pleafed to appoint Thurfday, the 17th 
vans mext, te be obferved as a day of 
baat PRAYER throughout this 

Thurfday, April 10th, is appointed by hi 

9 
Excellency Prefident Sullivan, as a én of 
Fattin and Prayer, in the State of » he 
hampthire. Among other objects fet forth 
in the Proclamation, for which the people 
ere exhorted to aflemble together, is, that 
they may fupplicate Almighty God, to gra- 
cioufly U gem to the members of the Con- 
vention, that wifdom, which is neceflary tu 
dise&, and lead them into thofe meafures 
which may promote the interest and 
HAPPIN«Eés of the Untten Starss.” 

By a veilel which arrived here on Friday 
laft trom Halifax, we learn, that that town 
had been for feveral days, difturbed by the 
outrages of parties in a contefted eleGion for 
a repreftntative---The refugees having fet 
up a Mr. Stearns, from this State, asa can- 
didate---and the native inhabitants having 
propofed a citizenof Novafcotia--.That in 
a riot, im confequence, two perfons had 
been killed, and that a number had been 
wounded, among whom were Mr. Mulbury 
Holmes, formerly of this town, and his fon. 
The refugees loft the election. 

By a veiiel from Paffamaquoddy, we learn, 
that on the 2oth ult. three men having been 
up the river in a {mall boat, on thelr return 
home a fudden fquall came up and ovesfec 
the boat, by which accident, Mr. Wi!!iam 
Cc t, jun. fon of William Cooper, Elg; 
of thistown was unfortunately drown). 

Laft Saturday the Legiflature took into 
confideration the Petition of the three Eaf- 
ern Counties, praying to be fet off a Scpe- 
rate State---when the faid Petition was 
committed to the Honourable Mefits.Durty, 
Mitchel, and Varnum, of the Senate; and 
Mr. Holmes, Mr. Bowdoin, Col. Grout, 
and Mr. B.thop, om the part of the Houfe. 


WORCESTER. 

We are happy to hear that the people of 
this Commonwealth appear to be united in 
opinion whom to choole for Governour the 
enfuing year, and that it is his Excellency 
Governour Hanxcock, our prefent worthy 
Chief Magiftrate. Wecould with they were 
aswell united in one gentleman for Lieuten- 
antgovernour, but are affured feveral weil be 
voted forGeneral Lineotm and General 
Wasusn are mach talked of, and the pro- 
bability at prefent is, that one or the other 
of thute gentlemen will be chofen. 

DIED. }—At Newport, Doétor Thomas 
Eyres, aged g4-—At Eaftgreenwich, Jacob 
Campbell, Efq.—-At Sandwich, Mrs. Burr, 
confort of the Rev. —— Burt.—At 
Botton, Mr. John Bull, aged 54-—Mrs. Sa- 
rah Demming, aged 56-—Capt. Uriah 
Oakes, aged §2.—Mr. fobs Ball, aged 64. 
At yr wen pr) © Hawicgs Lig i’. 
the s6ub year of bes age, 
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The following PETITION, of, DANIEL 





SHAXS, and ELI PARSONS, was, op 


Menday the 10th inflaat, read aud cammitied.ia the Houle of Reprefeuiatives. 
Tv the Hon. the Senate; and Houfe af Reprefgntatives, of the Commonwealth of 


‘ Maflachyfeus, m General Court 


May it pleaje pour Honours, 

b y-OUR petitioncrs, penctrated -hy 

» “the melancholy fenfe of their late 
errours, and anxious once more to return * 
to the bofor of theincauatry, and enjoy 
again the bjeffings of peace, vader the 
mild operation of the laws—humbly beg 
leave to fupplicate the merey of. the le- 
giflatuse in their fayour, 

If the mof unfeigned penitence, con- 
fixmed by an experience of the mif- 
fortunes to which they have been per- 
fonally expofed, in the courie of their 
unhappy oppofition to government, may 
be allowed to operaté, they certainly 
have this to plead in expiation of their 
pat condudt. 

Your petitioners do not mean to mul. 
tiply affurances, but they beg leaye bold- 
ly to refer to their future behaviour, as 
the belt evidence of their Gncerity ; and 
they firmly truft, that no pesfon will 
hereafter exceed them, in the prattice of 
fuch virtues, as are chiaraéterjitick of 
thie belt citizens. 

They have indeed been deluded, but 
they beg the Hon. Court to believe, that 
their hearts are Rill warmed with every 
fentiment of refpeé&t, reverence and at- 
tachment to the rights and liberties of the 
people, and to the /eqws and com/litution 
of the government. 

Your petitioners, may it pleafe your 
Honours, do net prefume to offer any 
thing in theic juftifcations fully fenfibie, 
as they now are (though they, may with 
ta extenuate) that mo arguments can be 
adduced to excufe thew condu@ ; they 

jet, they feel, and they fregly acknowledge, 
they bave long felt the effed}s of their own 
temerity. They have unfortunately a- 
dopted a mode of procedure, which they 
are fully fenfible, cannot be juftified ; 
they will never ceafe to remember with 
regret, their not having trufted for relief 
to the wifdom and integrity of the ruling 
wer. 

But when they thus freely acknow- 
ledge their errours, they pray the Hon. 
Legiflature to believe, that“thefe have 





_— 


proceeded from a mifapprehenfoy of 
faéts ; frem a failure of judgment, and 
a too precipitate refentment ; but by noe 
means! from an abandoned principle. — 
They have been abliged to feek an afy- 
hun, far'from their friends and connex- 
ions, in a ftate of exile fram their coun. 
try. Yet, whatever may have been fug- 
gefled to the contrary, they have neyér 


combined with the concealed enemies of * 


America, if fucgh there be, to fubvert its 
liberty, and to dettroy its independence. 
No! May it pleale your Honours, how- 
ever criminal they may have been in o- 
ther cefpects, they cannot be juftly re- , 
preached wath this enormity. 

If it be thought neceflary, that an ex- 
ample of their fufferings thould be con- 
tinued, to prevent fimilar diforders to 
thofe they have fo rafhly occafioned in 
this Commonwealth ; your petitioners 
would hope, that this end is already at- 
tained, as they conceive, in the eftimate 
of their diftreffes, there is {carcely an ‘ 
inconvenience or misfortune, to which 
they have not already been expofed’ : 
But if thefe circumstances do not plead 
in their favour, they pray the Hon. Court 
would remember, that they have friends, 
wives and children, who are innocent, 
but who, with your petitioners, will be 
ever bound by new ties of gratitude and 
affection, to the government, by their 
pardon. 

Your petitioners, may it pleafe your 
Honours, in thus afking to be reffored 
to the rights and liberties they have loft, 
and to the peace and proteétion of the 
Commonwealth, are not influenced by 
the fear of further punifhment ; but in 
their seinlintement in the poffeffion of 
fuch invaluable bleflings, they with to 
have an opportunity of proving to the 
world, the fincerity of their reformation, 
and of adding another happy inftancé to 
thofe, which have been a!ready fo con- 
fpicuous from the clemency of this Han, 
Court. DANIEL SHAYS. 

ELI PARSONS. 
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CERTAIN clergyman, not much 
A famed for his oratorical .powers, was 
eften fo dull, Janguid and tedious in his 
difcourfes, that many of his hearers fell in- 
to the arms of Meribens, while divine fer- 
vice was performing, A wag one day en- 


terad the Church, having his pockew filled 


~ 


with green apples, and feeing many of the 
Church ale » he levelled an apple at the 
head of each of them. The pricit feeing 
this, and the confufion it occahoned, began 
feverely to reprimand the fellow—byt he 
exclsimed—do you, fir, continue preaching, 
ead I will keep the dogs awake, , 
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